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It is certain that this is a special effect of God's
grace, because at present the men and women are
not attracted to catechism through curiosity to hear
novel things; for I instruct and question them every
evening on nearly the same subjects. What sur-
prises me most is the assiduous perseverance of the
young men of 25, 30, 35, and even of those over 40
years of age. The chief of the Kaskaskia was at
their head with his young brother, who is the cap-
tain of the young men. The most arrogant become
like children at catechism, and not one is ashamed
to answer the simplest questions that I put. The
fathers and mothers are delighted when I question
their children; they themselves encourage them and
beg me, when I go into their cabins, to question
them. I cannot grant this favor to all who ask it,
for otherwise I would never reach an end. It is
true that the hope of getting a red bead,— which is a
fruit of the size of a small bean, which has been
sent to us from Martinique and other Islands?® (Oh,
that I had a bushel of them!),—or a needle, a medal,
a cross or a rosary (especially if it be red), a small
knife, or other curious object, given as a reward,
incites the children to answer well; but they must
answer very well for several days, to obtain either
the rosary, the red bead, or a cross, and for the
other articles in proportion.

In all the cabins, especially those of the Kaskaskia,
they speak to me only of the catechism; and I
hear with pleasure the children singing hymns or
questioning one another on what they have learned.
And, when the young men are in the lodges of their
chiefs, they sing, night and day, chants that instruct
them and keep them occupied. On their side, the



